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left without legal governments, and to bring those
States back into the Union Johnson inaugurated
on May 29, 1865, a plan which was like that of
Lincoln but not quite so liberal. In his Amnesty
Proclamation, Johnson made a longer list of ex-
ceptions aimed especially at the once wealthy
slave owners. On the same day he proclaimed the
restoration of North Carolina. A provisional gov-
ernor, W. W. Holden, was appointed and directed
to reorganize the civil government and to call a
constitutional convention elected by those who
had taken the amnesty oath. This convention
was to make necessary amendments to the con-
stitution and to "restore said State to its con-
stitutional relations to the Federal Government."
It is to be noted that Johnson fixed the qualifica-
tions of delegates and of those who elected them,
but, this stage once passed, the convention or the
legislature would "prescribe the qualifications of
electors ... a power the people of the several
States composing the Federal Union have right-
fully exercised from the origin of the government to
the present time/' The President also directed
the various cabinet officers to extend the work
of their departments over the Confederate States
and ordered the army officers to assist the civil